Preview: March, 2017

Take a minute or two to reflect on your daily reminders and flick
through the pages to access a wealth of useful tips, guidance and
recommendations. March material includes:
Sex and gender equality
Using pioneers to inspire, media coverage, addressing the gender
imbalance, preparing learners for future challenges, sector good
practice projects.
Equality legislation
Background information, The Equality Act 2010, The Public Sector
Equality Duty, links with the inspection framework, flexible working
requests, recent legislative changes, gender pay gap reporting.
This is in addition to multi-faith, equality and health and wellbeing
reminders.

On this day, in 1960, police
opened fire and killed 69 people
at a peaceful demonstration (in
South Africa) against the
apartheid "pass laws".

Tuesday 21st March, 2017

International Day for
the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination

Spring Equinox (Pagan)
The days and nights are of equal length.

20th

World Poetry Day
World Down Syndrome Day
World Water Day

21st

22nd

31st

28th

Hanuman Jayanti (Hindu)
Hindus celebrate the birth of the god Hanuman.

Khordad Sal (Zoroastrian)
Zoroastrians and Parsis celebrate the birthday of their founder.

Mothering Sunday (Christian)
Falls on the fourth Sunday in Lent.

26th

International Day of Happiness
and Wellbeing

Annunciation (Christian)
The day when the angel Gabriel is said to have appeared to
Mary to tell her she'd been chosen to be the mother of Jesus.

25th

Self Injury Awareness Day

Noruz (Zoroastrian, Bahá'í)
Noruz is the traditional Iranian new year holiday.

Nanakshahi New Year (Sikh)
Marks the beginning of the year 549 in the Sikh Nanakshahi
calendar

14th

21st

20th

1st

Holi (Hindu)
Celebrated on the day after the full moon in the Hindu month
of Phalguna.

13th

Hola Mohalla (Sikh)
A festival celebrated by Sikhs in the city of Anandpur Sahib.

Purim (Jewish)
Celebrates events told in the Book of Esther.

The Nineteen Day Fast (Bahá'í) (-20th)
A time when Bahá'ís fast from sunrise to sunset.

Lent (Christian) (-13th)
The period of 40 days which comes before Easter.

Ash Wednesday (Christian)
The beginning of Lent for Western Christians.

12th

1st

Multifaith Dates – March, 2017

Also this month:

International Women's Day (IWD) has been observed since in the early
1900's, a time of great expansion and turbulence in the industrialised world
that saw a booming population and the rise of radical ideologies.

Annually, thousands of events are
held throughout the world to inspire
women and celebrate
achievements.

Wednesday 8th March, 2017

International
Women’s Day

7th
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Yo-Yo Ma, Cellist (1955 - )

29th

22nd

15th

8th

1st

Wednesday

30th

23rd

16th
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2nd

Thursday

“When we enlarge our view of the world, we deepen our
understanding of our own lives”

25th
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Saturday
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- Embedding Equality 2016/17 -

31st

24th

17th

10th
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- Equality Planner, 2017 -

March

Wednesday, 1st March 2017
Multifaith today: Ash Wednesday (Christian)
The beginning of Lent for Western Christian churches and is a day of penitence
Lent (Christian) (-13th)
The period of 40 days which comes before Easter in the Christian calendar
The Nineteen Day Fast (Bahá'í) (-20th)
A time when Bahá'ís fast from sunrise to sunset and spend extra time in prayer

Today is... ‘Self Injury Awareness Day’
Each year, the 1st of March is designated as SIAD around the world. It's a time when
we can all come together to help raise awareness about self-injury and self-harm.
More information at: http://www.lifesigns.org.uk/siad/

Also today... First day of Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month (see Friday)
Reminders:
In one week - International Women’s Day and No Smoking Day (8/3)
In one month - World Autism Awareness Day (2/4)

Thursday, 2nd March 2017

Today is... ‘University Mental Health Day’
A great opportunity to bring together all of the key players in student mental health.
By being part of a national initiative, we can work together to reach a wider
audience and make a noise about mental health on campuses across the UK. The
day is also an opportunity to get more students involved in volunteering projects
and events, helping to build up a larger base of students and staff to support future
health promotion and campaigns.
More information at: http://www.umhan.com/

And... ‘World Book Day’
World Book Day is a celebration of authors, illustrators, books and (most importantly)
it is a celebration of reading. In fact, it’s the biggest celebration of its kind,
designated by UNESCO as a worldwide celebration of books and reading, and
marked in over 100 countries all over the world.
More information at: http://worldbookday.com/

Friday, 3rd March 2017

This month is... ‘Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month’
Ovarian cancer is a disease that can disrupt the normal function of the ovaries.
When women are diagnosed in the early stages of ovarian cancer they have a 90%
chance of surviving for more than five years but this reduces to 22% when
diagnosed in the later stages. Greater level of awareness of the signs and symptoms
of ovarian cancer is key to earlier diagnosis and improving survival rates.
More information at: http://ovarian.org.uk/

Saturday, 4th March 2017

Sunday, 5th March 2017

Monday, 6th March 2017

‘Sex’ and ‘gender’... Do you know the difference?
The terms ‘gender’ and ‘sex’ are often used interchangeably. In fact, they have
very different meanings. Do you know the difference? Check out the definitions
below:
Sex

Refers to the biological and physiological characteristics that define male
or female.

Gender Refers to the socially constructed roles, behaviours, activities, and
attributes that a given society considers appropriate for men and women.
Gender can be considered fluid in the sense that a person can change
their own gender identity, for example by choosing to live as man despite
being born a female.
Reminders:
This Friday - Disabled Access Day starts (12/3)
In one week - start of Brain Awareness Week (13/3)

Tuesday, 7th March 2017

Sex/gender equality... In the media
The gender divide at A-level laid bare: Girls are shunning subjects like computing
and physics in their droves (TES, 2015)
Just 0.3 per cent of girls studied computing at A-level, whereas more than 20 per
cent chose to take English, according to figures published by Ofsted. The
inspectorate has released the data to give inspectors and schools the chance to
monitor the progression of different groups...
Reminder: In one month - World Health Day (7/4)

Wednesday, 8th March 2017

Today... ‘International Women’s Day’
International Women's Day (IWD) has been observed since the early 1900's, a time
of great expansion and turbulence in the industrialised world that saw booming
population growth and the rise of radical ideologies.
Annually, on 8th March, events are held throughout the world to inspire women and
celebrate achievements. 19th November marks International Men’s Day.
More info at: www.internationalwomensday.com

And... ‘No Smoking Day’
Proud to be a Quitter presents quitting as something to be proud of, and ‘Quitters’
as people to be admired. Help to encourage as many smokers as possible to quit by
organising your own event on the day.
More information at: https://nosmokingday.org.uk/

Thursday, 9th March 2017

Mental Health and Further Education (MHFE)
Remember, the MHFE website and network exists to support anyone within an
interest in mental health and further education. They offer a series of webinars,
resources and communications to help support colleagues and learners.
More info at: http://mhfe.org.uk/

Friday, 10th March 2017

Today is... ‘Disabled Access Day’ (-12th)
This year, an extended weekend of events and activities means more people than
ever will be able to get involved!
Disabled access day is all about getting out and visiting a venue that you've
never been to before - whether a cinema, coffee shop or anywhere else!
More information at: http://www.disabledaccessday.com/

Saturday, 11th March 2017

Sunday, 12th March 2017
Multifaith today: Purim (Jewish)
Celebrates the events told in the Book of Esther in the Hebrew Bible

Monday, 13th March 2017
Multifaith today: Holi (Hindu)
Celebrated on the day after the full moon in the Hindu month of Phalguna
Hola Mohalla (Sikh)
A festival celebrated by Sikhs in the city of Anandpur Sahib in the Punjab

This week is... ‘Brain Awareness Week’ (-19th)
This awareness week unites the efforts of partner organisations worldwide in a
celebration of the brain for people of all ages. Events include open days at
neuroscience labs; exhibitions about the brain; lectures on brain-related topics;
displays at libraries and community centres and classroom workshops.
More information at: http://www.dana.org/BAW/

Reminders: In approximately one week:
International Day of Happiness and Wellbeing (20/3)
In one week – International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination,
World Poetry Day, World Down Syndrome Day (21/3)

Tuesday, 14th March 2017
Multifaith today: Nanakshahi New Year (Sikh)
Marks the beginning of the year 549 in the Sikh Nanakshahi calendar

Sex/gender equality... Addressing the imbalance
Is your programme area, or any of the courses within it, dominated by men or
women learners? If so, what are you doing to address the imbalance, and what
impact are these actions having? These are the sort of questions you can expect
from Ofsted... Examples could include:
 Challenge stereotypes using images and text
 Invite female engineers or male hairdressers to speak to groups
 Do curriculum swaps so learners get a taste of different courses (e.g. female
carers swapping with male construction learners)
 Work closely with schools to challenge stereotypes

Wednesday, 15th March 2017

Sex/gender equality... Preparing learners for a range of situations
There will always be industries in which you will find an under-represented gender.
While it is our duty to be positive, challenge stereotypes and redress these
imbalances, we also should not ignore the individual challenges this may present to
a given learner any one time. It is an important part of our role to prepare learners
for the world of work. So, for example, we should not ignore the possibility a female
mechanic in a motor vehicle environment may face situations that a male would
not. What are you doing to support learners face anticipated challenges?
Reminder: In one week – World Water Day (22/3)

Thursday, 16th March 2017

Sex and gender equality... FE and skills good practice project 2015
Building bridges: changing gender perceptions (North Lindsey College)
The project aims were to effect a positive shift in expressed attitudes towards
gender roles, as reflected in formal/informal interpersonal communications and also
training/ marketing practices in the educational culture of apprenticeships.
The production and implementation of improved practice mapped out for all
stakeholders in a good practice guide. This would be collectively produced in
association with college staff, current learners, employers and other external
partners. More info and resources at:
http://www.ecu.ac.uk/goodpracticefund/funded-projects/north-lindsey-college/

Friday, 17th March 2017

Sex and gender equality... FE and skills good practice project 2015
Challenging stereotypical career choices through apprenticeships
(Bournemouth and Poole College of Further Education)
The project has given future apprentices the role models to aspire to. It has also
given young people access to materials for self-supported career planning and
development. A short video “Go For It!” that challenges Gender Stereotypes
through experiences of young apprentices and their employers was produced as
well as an interactive apprenticeship presentation for use in schools and colleges.
More information and resources at:
http://www.ecu.ac.uk/goodpracticefund/funded-projects/bournemouth-poolecollege-education/

Saturday, 18th March 2017

Sunday, 19th March 2017

Monday, 20th March 2017
Multifaith today: Spring Equinox (Pagan)
The days and nights are of equal length. The land begins
to bloom and Pagans celebrate the rebirth of spring

Today is... ‘International Day of Happiness and Wellbeing’
The General Assembly has proclaimed 20th March the International Day of
Happiness recognising the relevance of happiness and well-being as universal goals
and aspirations in the lives of human beings around the world and the importance
of their recognition in public policy objectives.
More information at: http://research.un.org/en/happiness

Tuesday, 21st March 2017
Multifaith today: Noruz (Zoroastrian, Bahá'í)
Noruz is the traditional Iranian new year holiday

Today is... ‘International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination’
On this day, in 1960, police opened fire and killed 69 people at a peaceful
demonstration (in South Africa) against the apartheid "pass laws". The General
Assembly called on the international community to redouble efforts to
eliminate all forms of racial discrimination.
More information at: www.un.org/en/events/racialdiscriminationday/
Today is... ‘World Poetry Day’
In celebrating World Poetry Day UNESCO recognizes the unique ability of poetry to
capture the creative spirit of the human mind. One of the main objectives of the
Day is to support linguistic diversity through poetic expression and to offer
endangered languages the opportunity to be heard within their communities.
More information at: http://www.un.org/en/events/poetryday/

Today is... ‘World Down Syndrome Day’
Down syndrome is a naturally occurring chromosomal arrangement that has always
been a part of the human condition, exists in all regions across the globe and
commonly results in variable effects on learning styles, physical characteristics or
health.
More information at: https://www.worlddownsyndromeday.org/

Wednesday, 22nd March 2017

Today is... ‘World Water Day’
It’s a day to celebrate water. It’s a day to make a difference for the members of the
global population who suffer from water related issues. It’s a day to prepare for how
we manage water in the future.
More information at: http://www.un.org/en/events/waterday/
Reminder: In one month – Earth Day (22/4)

Thursday, 23rd March 2017

Sex/gender equality... Using pioneers to inspire
Ada Lovelace is the world’s first computer programmer. Her achievements are
celebrated on Ada Lovelace Day every October. Technology is still a sector with a
vast gender imbalance, but some women prove how much technology could gain
from sorting it out, and fast. Look up these seven other inspiring women in
technology, pioneers from the past who have shaped the current tech we often
take for granted, or women currently working in STEM and making waves:
Sheryl Sandberg, Joan Clarke, Radia Perlman, Hedy Lamarr, Zoe Quinn, Lila Tretikov

Friday, 24th March 2017

Equality legislation... Links with the inspection framework
The Further Education and Skills Inspection Handbook 2015 frequently refers to legal
compliance. For example, under ‘Effectiveness of leadership and management’,
inspectors will consider, “The effectiveness of safeguarding practice, including the
prevention of radicalisation of learners and compliance with The Prevent Duty”.

Saturday, 25th March 2017
Multifaith today: Annunciation (Christian)
Celebrates the day when the angel Gabriel is said to have appeared
to Mary to tell her she'd been chosen to be the mother of Jesus

Sunday, 26th March 2017
Multifaith today: Mothering Sunday (Christian)
Falling on the fourth Sunday in Lent, it is often called Mother's Day
but has no connection with the American festival of that name

Monday, 27th March 2017

Equality legislation... The Public Sector Equality Duty (PSED)
This was introduced in 2011. The three main aims of the “general” or “single”
equality duty are:
Eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation and any other
conduct prohibited by the Act;
Advance equality of opportunity between people who share a protected
characteristic and people who do not share it; and
Foster good relations between people who share a protected characteristic and
people who do not share it
A website was created to support providers:

http://www.equalitiestoolkit.com/

Reminders:
This Sunday - World Autism Awareness Day (2/4)
In approximately one month - World Day for Safety and Health at Work (28/4)

Tuesday, 28th March 2017
Multifaith today: Khordad Sal (Zoroastrian)
Zoroastrians and Parsis celebrate the birthday of their founder

Equality legislation... The PSED and Specific Duties – Are you compliant?
The Equality Duty is supported by specific duties which require public bodies to
publish relevant, proportionate information demonstrating their compliance with the
Equality Duty; and to set themselves specific, measurable equality objectives.
Providers that are subject to the specific duties should:
 Publish equality information annually
 Publish equality objectives at least every four years

Wednesday, 29th March 2017

Equality legislation... Flexible working requests
Did you know..? From June 2014, the right to request flexible working was extended
to cover all employees with at least six months service.
If you line manage staff would you be confident in dealing with such a request?

Thursday, 30th March 2017

Equality legislation... Are you up-to-date with recent changes?
Changes are being introduced regularly and it is important for staff and managers
to keep informed so we remain compliant and properly support our colleagues.
Look up the following new or anticipated changes if you are not sure of their
practical implications:





Working grandparents to share parental leave and pay
Referrals under the new Fit for Work service
Antenatal rights for fathers and partners
Shared parental leave and pay

Friday, 31st March 2017
Multifaith today: Hanuman Jayanti (Hindu)
Hindus celebrate the birth of the god Hanuman

Equality legislation... Gender pay gap reporting
At the time of publication the government are implementing gender pay gap
reporting, compulsory for organisations with more than 250 employees.
This is because... “Overall, women can expect to earn significantly less than men
over their entire careers as a result of differences in caring responsibilities; clustering
in low skilled and low paid work, the qualifications and skills women acquire; and
outright discrimination. The current overall gap for full time workers is 13.9%” (The
Fawcett Society).
Reminder: In one week - World Health Day (7/4)

My notes:

My notes:

