Preview: April, 2017

Take a minute or two to reflect on your daily reminders and flick
through the pages to access a wealth of useful tips, guidance and
recommendations. April material focuses on disability equality:
• What is a disability?
• National demographics, FE and skills statistics
• Mental health – facts and statistics
• The ‘social’ and ‘medical’ models for disability
• Supporting learners
• Disability equality and inspection
• FE and skills good practice projects
This is in addition to multi-faith, equality and health and wellbeing
reminders.

April, 2017

Marks the founding of the World
Health Organisation. The WHO
Institution says, “Health is a state of
complete physical, mental and
social well-being and not merely the
absence of disease or infirmity”.

Friday

7th

April, 2017

Marks the anniversary of what
many consider the birth of the
modern environmental movement
in 1970. Do something nice for the
Earth, have fun, meet new people
and make a difference.

Saturday

22nd

Earth Day

Find social interaction difficult
Have problems with verbal and non-verbal communication
Demonstrate restrictive and repetitive behaviour
Have a limited set of interests and activities

World Health Day

•
•
•
•

This condition affects the brain's functions. The first signs usually appear
before a child is three years old. People with autism can:

Autism is a developmental
disability that remains with a
person for his or her whole life.

Sunday 2nd April, 2017

World Autism
Awareness Day
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Commemorating the Prophet Muhammad's nighttime journey from Mecca to Jerusalem.

Lailat al Miraj (Muslim)

Bahá'ís remember the 12 days that their founder,
Bahá'u'lláh, spent in the Garden of Ridván.

Festival of Ridván (Bahá'í) (-2nd May)

The most sacred time for the Orthodox Church.

Easter Day (Orthodox Christian)

Commemorates the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the
most important festival in the Christian calendar.

Easter Day (Christian)

Sikhs celebrate the founding of the Khalsa.

Vaisakhi (Sikh)

Christians remember the crucifixion of Jesus Christ.

Good Friday (Christian)

Christians remember as the day of the Last Supper.

Maundy Thursday (Christian)

Jews remember the Israelites' liberation from slavery.

Passover (Pesach) (-18th)

Marks the beginning the week before Easter.

Palm Sunday (Christian)

The most important religious holiday for Jains.

Mahavir Jayanti (Jain)

Hindus celebrate the birth of Lord Rama.

Rama Navami (Hindu)

Multifaith Dates – April, 2017
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Erich Fromm, psychologist, psychoanalyst, sociologist, philosopher (1900 - 1980)

“Why should society feel responsible only for the education of children,
and not for the education of all adults of every age?”

Saturday, 1st April 2017

Sunday, 2nd April 2017

Today is... ‘World Autism Awareness Day’
Autism is a developmental disability that remains with a person for his or her whole
life. This condition affects the brain's functions. The first signs usually appear before a
child is three years old. People with autism can:





Find social interaction difficult
Have problems with verbal and non-verbal communication
Demonstrate restrictive and repetitive behaviour
Have a limited set of interests and activities

More information at: www.un.org/en/events/autismday/

Monday, 3rd April 2017

Disability equality... What is ‘a disability’?
You’re disabled under the Equality Act 2010 if you have a physical or mental
impairment that has a ‘substantial’ and ‘long-term’ negative effect on your ability
to do normal daily activities.
‘Substantial’ is more than minor or trivial, for example it takes much longer than it
usually would to complete a daily task like getting dressed
‘Long-term’ means 12 months or more – e.g. a breathing condition that develops as
a result of a lung infection
Reminders - In approximately one month:
Start of Action on Stroke month, National Walking Month and National Anxiety and
Depression Awareness Week (1/5)
World Press Freedom Day, World Asthma Day (3/5)

Tuesday, 4th April 2017
Multifaith today: Rama Navami (Hindu)
Hindus celebrate the birth of Lord Rama

Disability equality... The demographics
 There are around 11.9 million disabled people in the UK; this is roughly 19% of
the population
 The prevalence of disability rises with age: approximately 5% (800,000) of
children, 16% (5.8m) of working age adults and 45% (5.3m) of people of State
Pension age are disabled
 At least 56% of all disabled people have an impairment relating to mobility
 4 out of 5 disabled people acquire their disability during their lives
 By 2020 it is estimated that nearly 60% of people over 50 will have a long-term
health condition
Source: http://www.livability.org.uk/

Wednesday, 5th April 2017

Disability equality... FE and skills statistics
Of the 2,613,700 adult learners participating in further education in 2014/15:
 16.0% declared a learning difficulty and/or disability
 This has increased from 15.0% in 2013/14, 13.2% in 2012/13 and 11.8% in 2011/12
 The level of ‘unknown data’ was 4.8% in 2014/15 (5.1% in 2013/14)
Of the 871,800 Apprenticeships participating in 2014/15:
8.6% declared a learning difficulty and/or disability, this is a slight increase on
previous years (8.3% in 2013/14). Unknown data was at 1.7%
Facts from the Equality and Diversity data report (published November, 2015).

Thursday, 6th April 2017

Disability equality... Mental health
Everyone has a mental health. It refers to someone’s mental well-being, whether it is
‘high’ or ‘low’. Someone with a mental health impairment cannot always maintain
a ‘good’ mental health.
Mental health problems can, at first, appear very subtle but then develop into
something more serious - working their way into many life situations. They can be
devastating, destroying individuals' effective functioning in life, as well as affecting
their families and the people surrounding them.
One in four people will be affected by mental ill health in the course of their life
(Source: Mind).

Friday, 7th April 2017

Today is... ‘World Health Day’
World Health Day marks the founding of the World Health Organisation (WHO). Each
year, the Organisation selects a key health issue, and encourages people from all
ages and all backgrounds to hold events that highlight the significance of this issue
for good health and well-being. Find out about the theme for 2017’s WHD at:
http://www.who.int/campaigns/world-health-day/

Saturday, 8th April 2017

Sunday, 9th April 2017
Multifaith today: Mahavir Jayanti (Jain)
The most important religious holiday for Jains
Palm Sunday (Christian)
Marks the beginning of Holy Week - the week leading up to Easter

Monday, 10th April 2017
Multifaith today: Passover (Pesach) (-18th)
Jews remember the Israelites' liberation from slavery in Egypt

Disability equality... Mental health facts and statistics
 Anxiety is a type of fear usually associated with the thought of a threat or
something going wrong in the future, but can also arise from something
happening right now
 In England, women are more likely than men to have a common mental
health problem and are almost twice as likely to be diagnosed with anxiety
disorders
 The UK population is ageing rapidly, with the number of people aged 65 and
over growing by nearly half in the past 30 years. People living longer is a cause
for celebration, but older people are more vulnerable to mental health
problems
 Mixed anxiety and depression is the most common mental disorder in Britain,
with 9% of people meeting criteria for diagnosis
Find out more at: https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/

Tuesday, 11th April 2017

Disability equality and mental health... In the media
Many parents 'never talk about mental health' to children (BBC, 2015)
More than half of parents in England have never spoken to their children about
stress, anxiety or depression, a survey has suggested. A poll of more than 1,100
parents found that 55% had not spoken about the subject to their offspring. Of
those, 20% said they did not know how to address the issue. The survey results have
been released as part of a campaign, funded by the Department of Health, to
break down the stigma associated with mental health.

Reminders - In approximately one month: Europe Day (9/5)

Wednesday, 12th April 2017

Disability equality... Models of disability
There are two well-known models that have influenced modern thinking about
disability; the ‘medical’ model and the ‘social’ model. These provide a framework
for understanding the way people with impairments experience disability:
Social Model

Medical Model

Suggests that a disability is caused by the
barriers that exist within society and the
way society is organised, which
discriminates against people with
impairments and excludes them. The
focus is the individual and their needs.

This model focuses on the disability. It
puts the impairment in the foreground. It
is concerned with causes of disease and
defines and categorises conditions,
distinguishes different forms and assesses
severities.

Disabled people developed the social model of disability because the traditional
medical model did not explain their personal experience of disability or help to
develop more inclusive ways of living.

Thursday, 13th April 2017
Multifaith today: Maundy Thursday (Christian)
The Thursday before Easter, which Christians remember as the day of the Last
Supper

Disability equality... Supporting learners with learning difficulties and/or disabilities
This is a huge challenge for every provider and member of staff. This can be broken
down into a number of areas, including:





Encouraging disclosure
Communicating a learner’s needs across the organisation
Physical access to the learning environment and resources
Assistive technologies

Are you doing everything you can to support your learners?

Bank Holiday - Friday, 14th April 2017
Multifaith today: Good Friday (Christian)
The day in the calendar when Christians remember the crucifixion of Jesus Christ
Multifaith today: Vaisakhi (Sikh)
Sikhs celebrate the founding of the Khalsa, the collective body of baptised Sikhs
created in 1699

Saturday, 15th April 2017

Sunday, 16th April 2017
Multifaith today: Easter Day (Christian)
Commemorates the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the most important festival in the
Christian calendar
Easter Day (Orthodox Christian)
The most sacred time of year for the Orthodox Church, beginning with Great Lent
seven weeks before Easter Day

Bank Holiday - Monday, 17th April 2017

Tuesday, 18th April 2017

Disability equality... Supporting learners - an organisational approach
Our actions need to be consistent with an organised and informed provider
approach. You should be familiar with the following:
 The provider’s policy on supporting people with disabilities and/or learning
difficulties
 The course of action you should take if you suspect an individual requires
additional support
 The colleagues within your organisation that can provide you with support and
specialist knowledge when you need it
 The reasonable adjustments and assistive technologies that you can
implement effectively
Reminders:
This Saturday – Earth Day (22/4)
In approximately one month – IDAHO Day (17/5)

Wednesday, 19th April 2017

Disability equality and inspection
In making the ‘Effectiveness of leadership and management’ judgement,
inspectors will consider the extent to which:
“How well the provider prepares disabled learners or those with special educational
needs to become more independent in their everyday life”
Source: Further education and skills inspection handbook, 2015

Thursday, 20th April 2017

Disability equality and inspection
In making the ‘Quality of teaching, learning and assessment’ judgement, inspectors
will consider the extent to which:
“Staff identify learners’ support and additional learning needs quickly and
accurately through effective initial assessment, leading to the provision of high
quality and effective support to help learners achieve as well as they can”
“Staff are aware of and plan for individual learners’ diverse needs in teaching or
training sessions and provide effective support, including making reasonable
adjustments for disabled learners or those with special educational needs”
Source: Further education and skills inspection handbook, 2015

Friday, 21st April 2017
Multifaith today: Festival of Ridván (Bahá'í) (-2nd May)
Bahá'ís remember the 12 days that their founder, Bahá'u'lláh, spent in the Garden of
Ridván

Disability equality and inspection
In making the ‘Outcomes for learners’ judgement, inspectors will consider the extent
to which:
“Severely disabled learners or those with severe and complex special educational
needs gain skills and progress to become more independent in their everyday life
and/or progress to positive destinations such as employment”
Source: Further education and skills inspection handbook, 2015

Reminders:
In one week - World Day for Safety and Health at Work (28/4)
In one month - World Day for Cultural Diversity (21/5)

Saturday, 22nd April 2017

Today is... ‘Earth Day’
Marks the anniversary of what many consider the birth of the modern environmental
movement in 1970. The possibilities for getting involved are endless! Volunteer. Go to
a festival. Install solar panels on your roof. Organise an event in your community.
Change a habit. Help launch a community garden. Communicate your priorities to
your elected representatives. Do something nice for the Earth, have fun, meet new
people, and make a difference.
More information at: http://www.earthday.org/earth-day-history-movement

Sunday, 23rd April 2017
Multifaith today: Lailat al Miraj (Muslim)
Muslims commemorate the Prophet Muhammad's night-time
journey from Mecca to the 'Farthest Mosque' in Jerusalem

Monday, 24th April 2017

Disability equality... FE and skills good practice project 2015
Pathways to apprenticeships (Petroc)
The project aimed to widen access to apprenticeships and traineeships for learners
with learning difficulties and/or disabilities (LDD) through analysing, embedding,
expanding and spreading good practice in delivering supported internships and
progression pathways. The project resulted in tangible changes to curriculum
content and related qualifications to improve confidence and employability of
students progressing from Petroc. It has also improved employer engagement and
raised awareness of supported internships. Find out more, download the resources:
http://www.ecu.ac.uk/goodpracticefund/funded-projects/petroc/

Reminders - In one week (May):
Start of Action on Stroke month, National Walking Month and National Anxiety and
Depression Awareness Week (1/5)

Tuesday, 25th April 2017

Disability equality... FE and skills good practice project 2015
Overcoming barriers faced by young people with LDD on entry to FE sectors
(Careers South West)
Web pages were developed with sections for young people, parents/carers and
professionals. Content includes quotes, advice, film footage and case studies from
the research participants. Find out more, download the resources:
http://www.ecu.ac.uk/goodpracticefund/funded-projects/careers-south-west/

Wednesday, 26th April 2017

Disability equality... FE and skills good practice project 2015
Deaf awareness ambassadors: paving the way for inclusion (Hackney London
Borough Council, Hackney Learning Trust)
The aim of the project was to pilot specific support to integrate deaf and hearing
learners on existing community learning provision, to challenge stereotypes,
promote awareness and develop understanding and appreciation of the
experience of deaf learners. Find out more, watch the You Tube material:
http://www.ecu.ac.uk/goodpracticefund/funded-projects/hackney-londonborough-council-hackney-learning-trust/

Thursday, 27th April 2017

Disability equality... FE and skills good practice project 2015
Sexual orienteering (Gloucestershire College)
The projects aimed to give learners with learning difficulties a set of activities and
resources that are tailored to their learning requirements in order that they can
understand sexual orientation, recognise diversity in their communities and be able
to make informed choices about their own sexuality.
Find out more, download the resources:
http://www.ecu.ac.uk/goodpracticefund/funded-projects/gloucestershire-college/

Friday, 28th April 2017

Today is... ‘World Day for Safety and Health at Work’
Promote the prevention of occupational accidents and diseases globally. It is an
awareness-raising campaign intended to focus international attention on emerging
trends in the field of occupational safety and health and on the magnitude of workrelated injuries, diseases and fatalities worldwide.
http://www.ilo.org/safework/events/safeday/lang--en/index.htm
Reminder: In approximately one month – World No Tobacco Day (31/5)

Saturday, 29th April 2017

Sunday, 30th April 2017

My notes:

My notes:

